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PNEUMONIA CROUPOSA CURED BY KALI IODATUM. 
By 8. L. 


Dr. Heuser, of Leipzig, publishes in the Allg. Hom. Zi- 
tung, August, 1888, the following interesting case: A boy 
of 9 years took sick May 15th with right-sided pneumonia 
crouposa; treated by an old school physician up to June 9th, 
and on this, the 24th day of his sickness, resolution failed to 
set in. ‘Two of his brothers died with manifestations hint- 
ing to tuberculosis, though the parents and grandparents. 
enjoyed good health. The young patient had often suffered 
from bronchial catarrh, passed through several diphtheritic 
attacks, and traces of former rachitis can still be noticed, 
as well as different hard swollen lymphatic glands around 
the neck and in the inguinal region. Examination of the 
lungs revealed absolute dullness over the whole right lung. 
Only bronchial breathing can be heard over the affected 
side. Diarrhcea, temperature over a hundred, without reg- 
ularity; pulse, 100-120; tongue coated white, moist; appetite | 
lost, great debility, night sweats, sleep interrupted and — 
unrefreshing during the day. He often dozes with half- 
closed eyes; very little cough. If the asthenic fever and 
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the gastric and intestinal catarrh do not exhaust the strength 
of the boy, the disease may pass into a caseous infiltration. 
The right lung most probably was already in the stage of 
grey hepatization of its transition, and chronic caseous 
broncho-pneumonia could be expected. As we had to deal 
here with an oxygenoid constitution, Kali Iod 1 dec. was pro- 
posed and accepted, to take five drops every three hours. © 
June 15th—Objective state of the affected lung the same, 
but sweating and diarrhcea were less; appetite increased; 
the boy is more playful and he sleeps good; less fever, but 
still some fever; hardly any cough. I remarked that solu- 
tion may take place suddenly any day. Treatment continued. 

June 22d—The day before the boy coughed up ‘immense 
quantities of tough, yellow, purulent sputa. Over the whole 
right lung numerous rales of rough vesicular breathing; no 
fever; the severe cough disturbs his sleep, but he eats well. 

The same treatment in diminished doses. At the end of 
the month the boy is up, and cough and expectoration have 
nearly ceased. A powder, Phosphorus 30, finished the 
treatment, and our little patient enjoys his play again. 

The iodum preparations are too much neglected in the 
treatment of the respiratory organs, though Kafka led our 
attention to it years and years ago, and in pneumonia Phos- 

phorus is often given at an earlier stage, being only indicated 
when the infiltration passes over into the necessary fatty 
degeneration. The patient often then lacks the necessary 
vital power to pass through this stage of resolution, and he 
succumbs because the weakened heart is unable to carry on 
its furiction with blood deprived of its pabulum, and Phos- 
phorus is then our only sheet-anchor, the real tonic of the 
heart, liberating the overloaded and overfilled lungs. The 
more the patient expectorates, the more oxygen can enter 
the lungs, and Phosphorus, in just such a potency as Heuser 
prescribed it, will carry the patient safely to recovery. 

The Iod. preparations are indicated long before we reach 
such a state, and Farrington in his Clinical Materia Medica hits 
the nail on the head when he says, page 658, ‘‘The tendency 

‘of the drug is to produce infiltration, so that when it is thor- 
oughly indicated you will almost always find an cedematous 
or infiltrated state of the part affected. The patient exhibits 
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a great deal of anxiety about the heart; the face is flushed, 
the head is hot, etc. In pneumonia it is an excellent rem- 
edy when the hepatization has commenced, when the 
disease localizes itself and infiltration begins, and it is also 
called for when the hepatization is so extensive that we have 
cerebral congestion, or even an effusion into the brain as 
the result of this congestion. We may also have Kali Iod 
indicated in phthisis pulmonalis, if there is present this 
same sort of frothy expectoration, night sweats and loose 
stools in the morning; the cough is ofa violent, racking, tear- 
ing character, worse in the morning.” Page 465 he makes an- 
other valuable remark on the actions of lodum, saying that it 
produces induration of the glands which are hard, large and 
usually painless. TZorpidity and sluggishness are character- 
istic of Iod. The very indolence of the disease is suggestive 
of Iodine, and we see from this very remark when these lod. 
preparations are preferable to our usual prescriptions, .as 
aconite, belladonna or bryonia. 

It seems rather queer that the Iodide of Potash revealed 
such a remarkable curative effect in such a neglected case, 
while Kafka maintains that if Iodum or its galt is adminis- 
tered when the physical signs first appear, it will arrest the 
progress of localization, and abort the whole disease. But 
we see from this very case that a drug will work at any stage 
of the disease, when it is the simillimum of the disease, and 
one great characteristic for the selection of a drug is the 
individuality of the patient. Heuser had to deal in this neg- 
lected case with a patient of scrofulous, if not tubercular 
tendencies, and Goullon in his work on scrofula has shown 
us that scrofula is essentially a morbid condition of the lym- 
phatic and lacteal system, whereby the lymph and the chyle 
are supplied in an imperfect or vitiated state of the blood, 
and the nutritive processes thereby impaired. AsIodum and 
its preparations are slow in their action, they must be con- 
tinued for sometime to insure a favorable result, and we 
feel pleased that the Doctor never changed his treatment till 
resolution had set in, and all hectic ceased. Heuser feared 
cascification, but he also shows that the same drug is of 
value in phthisis pulmonum, for we meet among its symp- 
toms constant tickling and inclination to cough in the tra- 
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chea and under the sternum; expectoration of transparent 
mucus, streaked with blood; night sweats, emaciation, 
hectic fever, etc. We may often make use of it in those 
pleuritic attacks which so often are found in connection with 
phthisis, and it may be advisable to differentiate strictly be- 
tween Kali Carb. and Kali Iod. We meet in all the salts of 
potassium the morning aggravations, though some consider | 
it only characteristic of Calc. Carb., but in the latter profuse 
purulent expectoration prevails with much pain in the walls 
of the chest, while the cough of the iodide is rather dry, often 
insignificant during the stage of hepatization, hawking, and 
only more copious after resolution begun. Hence we can 
understand the urgent request of Kafka to give it at an early 
stage, when, perhaps, it may cut short the disease, or at 
least keep dire consequences at bay. 

In relation to Phosphorus in pneumonia we again quote 
our favorite author, Dr. Farrington, page 525: In pneumo- 
nia Phosphorus is indicated when the bronchial symptoms 
are prominent. It does not cause hepatization of the lungs, 
but it may be indicated in the latter part of the period of 
deposit, and in the early part of absorption there is a great 
dryness of the air passages, with burning, excoriated, raw 
feeling in the upper part of the chest. 

Farrington is here in accord with Kafka, who gives as in- 
dications for Phosphorus in croupus pneumonia: ‘Where 
the pneumonia already lasted some time, the infiltration is 
considerable, the fever already of a remitting character, — 
when the patient is pale, weak and emaciated, with tough 
sputa which are only raised with great effort; when physical 
examination fails yet to detect any beginning resolution; 
when watery diarrhcea sets in, threatening increased loss of 
strength, or when adynamia threatens with dry tongue and 
wild deliria (typhoid pneumonia.) Here Phosphorus be- 
comes the great analepticum, and the tonic of the weakened 
heart. 

Schuessler, as usual, cuts the Gordian knot, and gives his 
ferrum phosph. for high fever, short breathing, which 1s 
oppressed and hurried, expectoration of clear blood, and 
this he follows with Kali muriat. for the fibrinous exudation 
into the lung substance, while the mucus is white and viscid, 
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whereas for Kali sulph. the expectoration is yellow, loose 


and rattling, with wheezing breathing. Alas! that even 
Schuessler’s remedies do fail sometimes, and there is no 


royal road to make a cure. 


PIPER METHISTICUM VS. NAT. MUR. 
By W. A. ELY, M.D., Sr. Hexewa, Cat. 


_ A confirmed dyspeptic of nervous temperament, aged 60 


years, was attacked August 20th with diarrhcea from eating 


too freely of grapes, melons, peaches, etc. Symptoms were 
very frequent inclination to stool, but nothing passes save a 
little glairy, frothy mucus, transparent, with escape of flutus 


toward the last; sensation after stool as if something remained — 


behind; aggravation from every attempt to move and by eating 


or drinking; tongue clean, moist; no pain except in arms and 


lower part of rectum; loss of appetite, with prostration. He 
feared he was going to have one of his ‘‘ interminable” 
diarrhoeas. I prescribed aloe, but find no improvement; 
next day prescribed with a good deal of confidence, Schues- 
ler’s Nat. mur, it seemed so well indicated from the charac- 
ter of the discharge, but the result was nil, save in one stool 
was found a little bilious foecal matter. I now learned that 
there was quite an aggravation from thinking of his symp- 
toms, notwithstanding his efforts to divert his mind from his 


complaint. This peculiarity brought to my mind a case I 


had a year ago presenting this same characteristic, viz., 
aggravation from thinking of his symptoms, which was 
promptly cured by one dose of Piper Methisticum.c. m. 


Acting upon this keynote reminder I prepared a few powders 


of the 200th, directing one to be taken every four hours un- 
less he noticed a decided improvement from the first one. 
He had no occasion to repeat the single dose, notwithstand- 
ing his anxiety about his ‘‘interminable” diarrhoea, until the 
next day, when he took another powder, and upon my arrival 
exclaimed: ‘‘Well, docthur, I guess you have hit the nail on 
the head this time,; why didn’t you give me the last medi- 
cine first?” Three doses cured his ‘‘ interminable” diarrhoa. 
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Now, there is auiliien remarkable in all this, but the query 
in my mind was, why did the kava kava succeed and the Nat. 
mur fail, when the latter seemed so well indicated? I am 
led to explain it on the ground that the patient had a pre- 
vious history of two attacks of gonorrhcea which were cured 
by large doses of cop. bals. and cubebs with injections of 
argent. nit. and other drugs which entailed upon him a 
twenty years of irritable urethra with more or less sper- 
matorrhcea and its attendant nervous depression, which 
certainly did not lessen the indications for the use of the 
Hawaiian drug. There is only one other medicine I can call 
to mind at present having the peculiar symptom above 
named; it is the Loco weed (astragalis molis sima), but it 
lacks—as far as the proving goes as yet—the irritability of 
the mucous membranes which the former has conspicuously. 


ETIOLOGY OF DYSMENORRH@A. 
By LAURA A. BALLARD, M. D. 


[ Read before the California State Homceopathic Medical Society. | 

My province being only a part of this structure or paper, 
we will accept and use the generally received classification of 
dysmenorhcea as sufficiently accurate for our purpose, yet it 
must be remembered that we rarely in practice find a typical 
case of any one class, each patient presenting some of the 
features of two or more of these forms of dysmenorrhea, 
namely, ovarian, neuralgic, congestive or inflammatory, ob- 
‘structive and membranous. 


1. OVARIAN, is not causedfrom the ee sanguinous 
flow, but to the growth and rupture of the Graffian follicles 
of the struma or surface of the ovaries, which may be en- 
larged, tender and displaced. This form is usually of a 
secondary nature, most frequent in married women, following 
abortions. May be found in the unmarried, caused from ex- 
posure to wet and cold, about the menstrual cycle, or from 
severe injuries of the abdomen over the ovaries. 


2. NeuratGic.—Is less frequent than formerly supposed— 
uterine pathology being better understood. It may be caused . 
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from a neuralgic, rheumatic, or gouty diatheses, luxurious or 


enervating habits, or various conditions that tend to exhaust 


the nervous system. 


3. INFLAMMATORY OR CONGESTIVE; may be caused by pelvic. 


inflammations or from influences that prolong the congestion 
excited by ovulation, 


The most frequent of these causes are displacements, 


general plethora, sub-involution following labor, exposure to 


cold and moisture. Some of the above conditions not caus- 
ing real inflammation, may produce a hyperemic state of the 
uterine vessels, which being increased by the menstrual 


epoch, causes pressure upon the nerves and hence patntul 
menstruation. 


4, OBSTRUCTIVE AND MEcHANICAL—The usual causes of this 


form of dysmenorrhoea may be congenital, or acquired con-— 


traction of the cervical canal, flexions or versions of the 
uterus, vaginal stricture, small polypoid growths near the 


OS internum, Hbroid 1 in the parenchyma of the neck of the 
uterus. 


Possibly retro-flexion is more frequent and more painful 


than the other recognized fiexions and versions of the uterus. 


5. Mempranous—The real cause of this form is unsettled, 


as its true pathology is not well understood, and happily, it_ 


is seldom met with in practice. 


Some writers, with Oldham and Tilt, consider it the result 
of ovarian disease, others, with Lebert, Handfield, Jones 
and Simpson, consider it an exfoliation of the uterine mucous 
membrane, for which no cause can be assigned. __ 
~ Bhob and others, that, it is an exudation, the result of en- 
dometritis. 

At present the most recent and generally accepted etiology 
is that the entire mucous membrane of the uterus is exfoliated, 
due to congestion and irritation, transmitted in this organ. 


Canadol, an extract of naptha, is employed for local anws- 
thesia by means of a spray, in the same way as ether is used. 
It is more rapid than ether and only costs half as much. 
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SELECTIONS. 


THE ART OF LIVING ONE HUNDRED YEARS. 


A professor of the University of Gand, Dr. Burgraeve, has 
lately published a large book upon this actual subject. Ac- 
cording to him, one can reach with very little trouble the 
age of Mr. Chevreuil, the renowned French chemist (now in > 
his 102d year.) His system is very simple; it consists in the 


rational employment of salt, which, according to him, is the 


_ preventive of all diseases, and for this reason he urges that 


salt should be duty free in all-countries, at the disposition 


of all, like water and air. 


Dr. Burgraeve asserts that to be in good health is not a 
thing of chance, as is ordinarily supposed. The laws which 
regulate life are calm and regular phenomena, and it suflices 
to watch that they operate without obstacle. 

Salt, according to Dr. Burgraeve, is the great regulating 
agent. Is the blood too rich? Salt renders it less charged. 
Is the blood poor? Salt will enrich it; will give it its nec- 
essary elements. 

It is certainly not a complicated remedy, and to shield the 
power attributed to salt he cites examples. | 

The most severe punishment which formerly existed in 


Holland for soldiers was to give them bread without salt, 


and if this regimé was persisted in for a few months, it was 


rare that the prisoner lived through it. 


Towards the end of the last century, a terrible epidemic 
broke out in Saxony, having some analogy with scorbutus; it 
made such rapid progress among the poorer classes that the 
government ordered an investigation. From this there was 
discovered a singular fact that the miners and their families, 
although reduced to the same misery as the other workmen, 
remained completely exempt from the disease. But the ali- 
mentation of the miners was not to be distinguished from 
that.of the other workmen except upon'a single point: that 
is, attached to the government, they received their salt free. 
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Salt was tried as a curative measure and the disease disap- 


peared as by enchantment. 


In phthisis the Belgian physician assures that salt is 
sovereign. He cites an example of a man who was dying 
after all his- connections had died of the same disease; he 
seemed lost, and the doctor, as a relief to his conscience, 
ordered him to take salt water; he lost sightof him. The 
following year a veritable Colossus accosted him on the 
street and made himself known; it was the phthisical patient, 
thanks to salt, completely cured. 

For cholera, salt is still, according to Mr. Burgraeve, 
‘sovereign. He cites the example of the Russian peasants 
who, during an epidemic of cholera, protected themselves 


from the scourge by putting a orang dose of salt in their — 


milk. 
He regards salt as the true panacea for all diseases; only, 


he adds, it is so simple that it has not been thought of and 


by preventing disease, longevity is assumed. 
It is necessary for a healthy man to consume 20 grammes a 


day under ordinary circumstances. (about er of an 
ounce. ) 


To determine the dose to be employed in morbid states is 


what is required of the physician following this elementary 
system.—Journal Pop. de Med. — 


THE TISSUE REMEDIES IN HIGH POTENCIES. 
By E. H. HOLBROOK, M. D., BALTIMORE, Mp. 


For several years I have been using these remedies with 
great success and satisfaction. During the first two or three 
years I seldom went higher than the 6th centesimal. After 
reading a few very striking articles on the use of high poten- 
cies, I ventured to procure a set of the 200th (B. & T.), and 
used them right along. With these I made some very pretty 
cures. One especially I will here mention: 


the evening the 28th June, 1886, gentleman 
brought his little son to my office. He was feverish and la- 
bored terribly in breathing. His chest was bowed out like 
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a bird’s, in his effort to breathe. I examined his throat and 
found both tonsils inflamed, and so much enlarged that there 
was scarcely space enough between them to push a slip of 
writing paper. I gave kali mur. 200, a powder every half 
hour for three hours, and then every hour through the night. 
The next morning I called quite early, and I was astonished 
to find the little fellow greatly relieved in every way. I left 
more powders, and the next morning he met me down in the 
parlor, comparatively well. | | 
Since last April I have been using considerably the om. 
(Swan), and with what result may be seen from a few cases: 


Jd. Miss C. L. B.—Left eye greatly inflamed and somewhat 

painful. Nervous and exceedingly displeased with every- 
thing and everybody. Nothing is as it ought to be. ‘‘ Life 
is not worth living.” Morose, irritable, low-spirited, and 
feels horrid generally. I gave four powders of kali phos. cm., 
one to be taken every two hours. The next day I found her 
quite a different person. The eye was nearly well, only a 
slight redness remaining. She said that after the second 
powder her eye was considerably relieved, and she ‘‘ felt at 
‘peace with all the world.” 


2. Woman.—Severe headache, eyes inflamed, running 
water, sneezing, feverish. Headache from the day before. 
Nat. mur. cm. in water. Teaspoonful every two hours. Was 
greatly relieved after the second dose, and was up and about 
the second day, apparently well. 


3. Mrs. G. —Complained of bearing down pains, with de- 
sire to urinate every few minutes. Gave calc. fluor. cm., but 
it gave no relief. As she was pregnant, I thought it mdeht 
be a threatened miscarriage, and gave kali phos., and if this 
did not relieve in a few hours, to take ferr. phos. Neither of 
them gave the slightest relief. Mag. phos. cm. was now 
given, and in a little while she was greatly relieved, and re- 
marked when I saw her the next morning, that she was an- 
other woman. 


4. Mrs. 8.—Rheumatism. Scarcely able to move. Pains 
all over her, but especially through the hips, aggravated by 
movement. As she belonged to a gouty family, I gave nat. 


q 
4 
7 
2 
}4 
4 
3 
an 
4 
4 
Why 
| 
| 
Be 
i 
i 
Th 
W 
i 
i 
i 
| 
4 
| 
« 
\ 
ay 
‘ 
? 


SELECTIONS. 299 


sulph. cm., but after two days’ trial she sent me word she 
was no better, but a great deal worse. I sent her kali mur. 
cm., to be taken in water, and saw her a few hours later, 
when she said she was feeling better already. Two days aft- 
erwards I found her up and almost well. She said she never 
saw anything act as much like a magic as that medicine did. 


0. EH. 8.—Child about three years old. High fever, 


cheeks very red, slightly delirious, twitches, eyes watery, 


throat inflamed. Gave nat. mur. cm. in water, a teaspoonful 


every hour for two hours, and then every two-hours. He 


was considerably better in two hours, and was up playing 
when I called the next morning. I first saw him at 7 o'clock 
the previous evening. — 


6. Miss 8.—J uly 7, 1888. ‘Dysentery. Stools bloody and 
purulent. Gave calc. suiph. em. in water, a teaspoonful every _ 


hour. The next day she was much better. On the 9th her 
menstruation had appeared, and she was suffering great pain 
from it. Mag. phos. cm. gave some relief, but on the 10th I 
found the dysentery had changed to a bilious diarrhea. 


Gave nat. sulph. cm. in water, teaspoonful every hour until 


better, then every two hours. On the 11th she was sitting 
up relieved of both disorders. 


In dysentery, I have found calc. sulph. about a specific for 
the bloody discharges. I have used it almost entirely in the 
cM. for this disease. It may not in all cases be suffivient to 
cure. Where there are bilious symptoms it will need to be 


alternated with nat. sulph. Other symptoms will have to be 


met with the indicated remedy. 
In the above and many other cases I have proved, to my 


own satisfaction, that when the proper remedy is selected 


for a case, it will act and cure in the high potency in the 
majority of cases as well as, if not better, thanin thelow. In 
the following case this is illustrated: 


7. Baby—Constant rattling of mucus in the lungs. Drool- 
ing. Nat. mur.cc. was given for two or three days without 
any improvement ‘The same remedy was now given CM. in 
water. After a few doses.there was very decided improve- 
ment, and he was entirely relieved in a few days.— Homceo- 
pathic ecorder. 
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MAGNESIA PHOSPH. 


Dr. H. C. Allen reports a case of right facial neuralgia 
with sharp, quick, spasmodic, lightning-like pains, sensitive 
to touch, relieved by heat and pressure, accompanied by 
prostration and night sweats, cured by magnes phos. 200, 
after several other remedies had failed to give permanent re- 
lief. 

Also, another case cured by the same and potency 
where the pains were intermittent, darting, lightning-like, 
suddenly appearing and disappearing, relieved by heat and 
_ pressure; at the same time an annoying constipation disap- 
peared. 

_. Dr. A. P. Davis relates a case of dysmenorrhoea with 
severe pains in uterus, back and lower limbs; heat applied 
to abdomen did not relieve; a large dose of magnesia phos. 
6x lessened the pain in one-half hour; another dose brought 
on a free flow. The pain usually lasted several hours pre- 
vious to flowing. The remedy was given as a preventive 
during several subsequent months with good effect, and the 
patient finally cured. 

Dr. Davis regards magnesia phos. superior to cimicifuga i in 
neuralgia of the uterus and in the relief of menstrual pains, 
and regards it useful in uterine engorgement, and gives a 
case of menorrhagia cured with the 6x.—Advance, September. 


CURES WITH DR. SCHUESSLER’S TISSUE 
REMEDIES. 


Dr. QuESSE IN MonaTSBLZITER, Supt. ’88, TRANSLATED By B. & D. 


1. An actor, Mr. E., consulted me for asevere irritation in 
the throat, that interfered much with speech, and on account 
of an exceedingly bad breath. This was especially disturb- 
ing, as he was obliged to appear in a role three days later, 
in which near proximity with his fellow actors was necessary. 

From an examination I concluded that it resulted from a 


deficit of kali phos. (why? Eds.), and so I ordered this | 
remedy. On the evening of the second day Mr. E. informed 
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me that he was fully recovered; of the foul breath there was 
not a trace to be perceived. He also stated that he was able 
to notice an improvement even after the second dose. 


2. Farmer B. consulted me for a singular affection. All 
acid food caused an attack beginning with a strong chill, 
followed by fever and a profuse weakening sweat. I ordered 
natr. mur. 6. After fourteen days he informed me that the 


attacks had entirely ceased, and the partaking of acid foods 


did not cause him the least discomfort. | 


3. Mr. B1., from C—, came to me on account of a swelling 
on the right eye, which had appeared suddenly. He had.al- 
ready visited a Specialist who declared that the only help 
was an operation. The palpebral aperture which was opened 
with difficulty, was filled with a yellowish-green projecting 


mass. The conjunctiva was infiltrated. The patient could 


not see out of the eye. 


Kali sulph. 6 removed the swelling and inflammatory symp- 


toms completely and permanently in one and one-half days. 
Several weeks later when I saw the gentleman there was no 
difference to be perceived between the two eyes. 


4, Mr. D., from Er., suffered from meningitis, and a 
prognosis of the attending Allopath was designated as at 
least doubtful, and nothing was prescribed. The case was 
especially severe, since in his family there was a history of 
hereditary brain disease, and his nearest male relatives had 


died of the disease. At the time I was called the patient 


had been almost two days in a frightful delirium, that had 


increased almost to madness. Consciousness had disap- 


peared; temperature over 40°. I ordered /ferr. phos. and 
kali phos. 6. After a week I found the patient free from 
fever, still somewhat weak, but subjectively fully recovered. 
To hasten the convalescence I gave calc. phos., and eight 
days later the patient was able to be out and at his calling. 


A young girl about 18 consulted me (so writes a student 
of medicine) for painless vomiting which had existed for a 
long time, and occurred after almostevery meal. The color of 
her face, and the visible mucus membranes were pale. Men- 
struation was scanty and delayed. No other symptoms of 
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importance. Pregnancy was not present. I ordered ferrum 
phos. 6. After a time I accidentally saw the patient again, 
and received the pleasing news that the vomiting had en- 
tirely disappeared from the commencement of the use of the 
remedy. 


OPHTHALMOLOGY AND OTOLOGY. 


DEPARTMENT CONDUCTED BY H. C. FRENCH, M. D. 


TOBACCO AND OPTIC NERVE ATROPHY. 


Only within the last thirty years has the influence of re 
bacco in the production of amblyopia (loss of vision) and 
optic nerve atrophy, been admitted, and only within the last 
decade has it been recognized as an established fact in 
ophthalmology. While many of the victims of tobacco am- 
blyopia have developed, acquired or inherited predisposi- 
tion, it is not at all certain that this popular poison may not 
destroy the eye in the total absence of any such bent. La- 
borious sedentary employment, sexual excess, brain-fag, 
anemia from any cause, and eye-strain may be mentioned as 
among the predisponents to amblyopia in tobacco users, but 
unfortunately there is no known law by which with any cer- 
tainty we may determine who can or cannot use this terrible 
poison with absolute safety. With these facts before us is 
it not our duty as workers in the great field of physical re- 


form, to bear stalwart testimony against the ravages of this 
insidious poison ? 


ASTHENOPIA. 


Many obscure, nervous diseases of the eye are directly 
traceable to loss of co-ordination in the ocular muscles. 
Properly selected remedies enable us to meet, in some de- 
gree, these defects in the proper balance of the globe, but 
led by such men as Stevens, of New York, at no distant day 
the profession is destined to relieve these muscular faults by 
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-CoLLEGES, HosPrtans AND 808 
a simple and radical method of treatment, that.of weakening | 
the too powerful antagonist by a delicate division of a por- 
tion of its central muscular fibers at their insertion in the 
globe, and at the same time, stimulating the function of the 
abnormally weak muscle. | Fr. 


Colleges, Hospitals and Societies. 
SAN DIEGO DISPENSARY. 

The quarterly report of the above institution shows it to 
be in a flourishing condition. In the two months of opera- 
tion of the dispensary, 39 patients have been treated, 86 in- 
door prescriptions and 27 outdoor visits have been made. 
Of the 39 patients, 21 remain under treatment, and 18 have 
been discharged cured. Several surgical cases have been 
attended to and in some instances the patients will be re- 
stored to the means of gaining a livelihood, of which they 
are at present deprived. 


COMMENCEMENT EXERCISES. 


The fifth annual commencement exercises of the Hahne- 
mann Hospital College will be held on the evening of No- 
vember lst, at Odd Fellow’s hall, instead of November 7th, 
as announced in the catalogue, the election being on the 6th 
rendered this change necessary. The programme is to be 
an interesting one, good speakers, fine music, and a bright 
graduation class. Come and bring your friends. 


NEW LICENTIATES. 


The following have been granted licenses to practice by 
the Homeopathic Board since our last issue: 


A. Southworth, Pomona: Western Homeopathic College, Cleveland......1869 
J. W. Reynolds, Los Angeles; Hahnemann Medical College, Chicago... .1875 
H. C. Royer, Los Angeles; Cleveland Hospital College....... 1871 


Annie M. Hoppins, San Buenaventura; Chicago Homeopathic College. .1882 
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CALCUTTA HOMCEOPATHIC DISPENSARY. 


The report of this institution for 1887 and 1888, just re- 
ceived, is highly interesting, and shows the prosperous con- 
dition of Homeopathy in India. The number of patients 
attended was 5,901, with an average daily attendance of 16.16. 
The prevailing diseases seem to be fevers, stomach and 
skin troubles. 

The founder of the dispensary, Dr. Banerjee, i 18 vey en- 
thusiastic 1 in the good work. 


NEW ZEALAND. 

The allopaths have been endeavoring to have a bill passed 
in the Parliament to ‘‘regulate” the practice of medicine. 
Dr. Murray Moore entered 4 protest, and with the news- 
papers on his side, succeeded in exciting quite an excitement 
about medical freedom. The object of the bill of the allo- 
paths was so to ‘‘regulate” the practice of medicine that 
no Homeopath could practice in New Zealand. The bill 


not been passed. 


ee 


SEMI-ANNUAL REPORT OF HAHNEMANN DISPENSARY OF SAN 
FRANCISCO. Montus Enpine Avaust 1, 1888. 


Total cost in equipping Dispensary . e420 25 
Total expenditures during six months..... 620 15 
Total receipts during six 620 15 
Total number of prescriptions i 2,540 
Average number of prescriptions per month......... 420 
Average number of prescriptions gratis per month.................. 84 
Total number of patients treated................. . » 2,308 
Average number of patients treated per month..................4% . 
Average number of patients visited at their homes.................. ‘ 29 


JAMES W. Warp, Medical Superintendent. 


DiskEasE of the pancreas are present in about one-half of all 
cases of diabetes and is one of the causes of it. 
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CORRESPONDENCE. 


Grass Cat., September 9, 1888. 

EpitTors CALIFoRNIA HomamopatH: Your Pomona subscribers case, so far 
as described by the writer, would indicate to my mind: One dose of podophyl- 
lum 6, or probably, two doses at intervals of six or eight hours, given after- 
nocn and evening for several consecutive days, or until improvement or ag- 
gravation occur, then omit medicine, and be governed according to our prin- 
ciples of administration. If any attenuation were thought of or tolerated 
in the prescriber’s mind, after a couple of days would prescribe sulphur 
30x trit, in the very early morning, or commence its use the morning after 
the podoph. had been given. Aloe. gumme gut., and plantago, you might 
consult or try. Hastily and respectfully yours, 


J. L. COOMBS. 

N. B.—Of course nothing new is supposed in above suggestions; merely 
an exchange of thought which was doubtless saionnes unless it be the patient 
writing. | J. L. C. 
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Eprrors Carrrornta Homaopatu.—As all true men are under bonds to 
each other to render aid in distress, I will strive—at least by suggestion—to 
aid my brother who calls from Pomona. If the hints given should be soundly 
based and promptly acted upon then forsan miseros metiora sequentur. If the 
diagnosis ef his case of diarrhcwa is proximately complete and his statement 
regarding the drinking water is well based, I suggest—as preliminary—that © 
he drink only water that has been boiled. Then as to medical treatment, let 
the patient take a tolerably strong sniff of Camphora Tinc, four or five times 
a day, for 3 or 4 days. Follow this with Sulph. 200° centesimal, or upwards, 
4 doses during one day, and then after waiting a week, if the case continues 
andis similar to the diagnosis given, let it be treated with Croton Lig., any 
potency convenient from 3d to 30th centesimal; repeated at the discretion of 
the prescriber. 


SAMUEL 8. GUY, M. D., 814 Sutter Street, 8. F. 


+ 


THE CYCLOPDIA OF DRUG PATHOGENESY. 


New June 20, 1888. 

The American Institute of Homeopathy, at its meeting at Saratoga in 
1886, voted to guarantee 400 subscribers to the above work. 

Up to date I have received but 131, subscriptions, of which 14 came from 
physicians outside of the Institute. This does not include those who sub- 
scribed for the first volume only and then fell out. 

The work will be completed in sixteen: parts, of which seven have been 
issued, and the eighth will soon be ready for delivery. 
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The cost price is 70 cents per part, or $11 for the whole sixteen, which 
includes the postage from London where the work is published. 

As less than one-third of the necessary number have thus far subscribed, it 
is evident that the Institute will have to bear a heavy pecuniary burden, un- 
less the list be speedily and largely increased. 

Your personal aid and subscription is earnestly requested. 


E. M. KELLOGG, M. D., 
134 East Thirty-sixth Street, Treasurer. 


CLINICAL ITEMS. 


Iodoform in Hemoptysis.—The use of iodoform in the treat-— 
ment of hemoptysis has recently obtained a marked success 
according to the Progres Medical. Several cases are cited in 
which the results are more striking than either tannin, ergot, 
or opium employed aloxe. It is administered either in com- 
bination with the above—perferably with tannin—or alone, 
in which case it is administered in pills containing five cen- 
tigrams, five being given per day. In case tannin is used, 
ten centigrams of tannin to five of iodoform made into pills, 
and from three to fiveaday beinggiven. In everycase cited, 
the effects were prompt and decisive. | 


- Lobelia inf.—Urine has a copious red sediment, deep red 


color. During labor, os very rigid. Very useful remedy 


in obstetric practice. Stimulates contractile junction of the 
uterus and thus strengthens the pains. 


Calc. Fluor.—Dr. Porter recommends this remedy in va- 
ricose veins about the vulva, and in distension of the ova- 
rian and sub-ovarian plexus of veins. Differentiating silicea 
from calc. fluor. he finds that the latter medicine has a 
greater affinity for muscular tissue, and has relief from cold, 
while silicea is worse from cold. He quotes several symp- 
toms from Farrington, indicating the fluoride of lime in al- 
fections of the lower tissues. Little vesicles form around 
scars; lacerations of the cervix, with a considerable amount 
of scar tissue. 
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The Doctor also cured a case of papillomatous erosion of 
the cervix with calk. fluor. 6x, in which the local symptoms . 
were accompanied by a dyscrasic condition, enlarged cervi- 
cal glands, ‘emaciation and weakness. His prescription was 
based upon the constitutional changes, the local conditions 


(the fissured appearance of the cervix), and an abundant yel- 
lowish leucorrhoea.—Hahnemanian Monthly. 
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Physostigma has produced and hence cured many symp- — 
toms characteristic of neurasthenia. Nervous headaches stand | 
foremost in the pathogenesis. Intense painful pressure in 
vertex and both temples, worse mental exertion after accom- 
panied by lachrymation, increase of saliva and perspiration. 
Mental exhaustion. Hyes feel weak and swollen. Smarting, 
sore feeling on the tip of tongue which feels as ‘ifscalded. Irri- 
table spine. The headache. Aversion to cold water, in- 
creased frequency of defecation and the tendency of mental 
exertion to produce nausea, form the most important guiding 


symptoms to its homceopathic employment. — Transactions N. 
Y. H. Md. 8. 
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Badiaga, from its symptoms, such as severe headache 
on top of the head and over the frontal portions of the 
brain, together with a sensation of dizziness, soreness 
throughout the muscies of the body, weakness and clumsi- 

ness of the limbs, and mentally a feeling that his mind is 
more clear and more inclined to activity than ordinarily it 1s, 
should be an excellent alleviating remedy for that otal dis- 
ease—general paresis. — Talcott. 
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Oleander—Kczema, humid, scaly eruption of the scalp, 
gnawing, itching, temporarily relieved by scratching, soon 
followed by burning and increased itching. Marked weak- 
ness of the lower limbs, and gloomy, irritable, mental state - 
may be accompanying symptoms. 


Mezereum—Cases of eczema characterized by thick, crusty 
masses covering the scalp and face; dirty, chalky look of 
portions of the scalp; pus forms freely under the crusts, often 
ichorous in character. Child scratches until parts bleed. 
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Bellis perenmis is curative of complaints, due to drinking 
cold drinks when the body is heated, 7. e., effects of sudden 
chill from wet cold when one 1s hot. 

I would also recommend it in the acute and chronic dys- 
pepsia from eating cold ices, as the conditions here are 
identical, for I have, in such cases, found it an eminent cu- 
rative agent. —J. C. Burnett. 


Boric acid, fifteen grains to ounce of water, will rapidly | 
relieve styes, if applied by means of a camel’s-hair brush, 


three times a day.— Times. 


TREATMENT OF HIVES. 


An eruption of little solid eminences, pale in the center and 
red at the circumference attended with smarting and itching. 
Symptoms worse towards evening or when getting warm in 
bed. Generally due to indigestion, or be induced by a chill 
or change in the weather. 


INDICATIONS FOR REMEDIES. 
Aconite when caused by a chill. 
Antimon. when caused by shell fish or nuts. 


Dulcamar. when worse in damp weather or attended with 
rheumatic symptoms. 


Pulsatilla when caused by fat food, pork, pastry; patient 
is chilly. 


Rhus. Small spots like flea bites with purplish swelling 
and intense irritation, particularly on the joints. 


Verat. vir. Intense pain and tingling. Use locally as 
well; one-half of the tincture and one-half hot water. 


To relieve the itching, bathe the parts in above lotion and 
if it still persists, add a few drops of carbolic acid solution; 
then diy and powder with corn starch. 
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A MONTHLY JOURNAL, 


Devoted to the cause of Homeopathy on the Pacific Coast. The only 
Homosopathic Medical Journal west of the Rocky Mountains. 
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Evirors.- - WM. BOERICKE, M. D. and W. A. DEWEY, M. D. 
PUBLISHERS, BOERICKE & SCHRECK. 


Subscription Price, $2.00 per annum, in Advance. Single Copies, 25 cents. 


ADVERTISING RATES. 


SPACE. | 3 Months. | 6 Months, | 9 Months, | 1 Year, — 


-| $25 00 | $4000 | $6000 | $7500. 
Half 1500] 2500 | 3000]! 4000 
Quarter Page.............+- 1000 | 1500 20 00 25 00 


Address all Communications, Exchanges, Books for Review, to 


THE CALIFORNIA HOMOEOPATH, No. 234 Sutter St, San Francisco, Cal. 


EDITORIAL NOTES. 


The recent publication of a work on the Tissue Reme- 
dies, as well as the former editions of Schuessler’s little 
work on Abridged Therapeutics, have led to a very wide 
use of those remedies according to the indications originally 
found there. The broad and often brilliant generalizations 
that form the basis of these indications, have given rise in 
some quarters to the fear that the finer distinctions charac- 
terizing the pure Homceopathic method for drug selection 
would be supplanted by Schuessler’s so-called vague theo- 
ries. Thus the New England Medical Gazette in its review of 
a recent work on Schuessler’s Remedies, says: ‘‘If the 
crave of Homeopathy is ever to be dug, Schuesslerism will as- 
suredly furnish one of the mortuary tools for that sad oper- 
ation.” Now, no unprejudiced student will deny that there 
is much in our present art of Homceopathy that is neither 
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the result of accurate observation or correct induction—a 
host of unimportant, unreliable and doubtful symptoms that 
might as well be buried, and if perchance Schuesslerism can 
aid in this burial process, we can but feel grateful for the 
beneficial service rendered our school. 


_. THERE are some industrious workers in our ranks whose 
chief activity seems to be to arrange and rearrange this won- 
derful ‘and ‘intricate array of symptoms, whose industry 
would be far better employed if a little more of the critical 
faculty characterized their work, and instead of accepting 
every little symptom as a revelation from above, and hence 
inviolable, would seek rather to interpret the symptom and 
learn to understand the pathological state it seeks to express. 


As AN illustration of this blind worship of the letter with 
its exaltation of each minutest symptom, and consequent nec- 
essary tendency to mere mechanical covering of symptoms 
independent of all rational interpretation, we quote from 
two very recent contributions found in two representative 
Homeceopathic journals published within the last month. In 
one we find seven pages devoted to symptoms of the big 
toes, Here we have an amazing variety of sensations to dis- 
tinguish, whichfis certainly impossible to the average patient, 
even if the symptom had originally been correctly expressed 
and recorded. A few of the clearest and simplest are such 
as these: Burning in the tip of the right big toe when sit- 
ting, oleander; burning in the tip of the right big toe during 
rest, staphasagria; burning at the tip of the (italics ours) big 
toe, cale. carb.; burning in the back of the right big toe, éar- 
axacum; burning pain in the ball of the right big toe, antum 
crud.; burning pain in the left big toe during rest, merc. sol.; 
burning pain in the left great (italics ours) toe, aescul. hip.; 
burning in inner side of left big toe, lac caninum; and sach. 
tact mirabile dictu, has sharp pains in large joint of left great 
toe, and also in ball of big left toe. 

Why not amputate this sorely offending toe at once ? 
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AGAIN in another valuable and usually discriminating jour- 
nal we find running through several numbers of fifteen 
pages each, a repertory of tongue symptoms, the practical 
character of which can best be judged by a sample of its 
meaningless subdivision thus: Tongue dry in middle, apis. 
argent. nitr.; tongue dry in forepart, natr. mur.; tongue, dry- 
ness of fore part, caps, como, coffea, rumex; tongue, middle dry, 
acon. ant. tcolch, crotal hyos. phos., sulpi. acid; tongue, dry- 
ness of root, hydras. tongue, dryness of sides, cocc. dias.; ton- 
gue, tip dry,arn. bry. carbo. hyosc. nux. oxalic acid. psorin. rhus. 
secale. Now, if these are the necessary guiding symptoms 
for the choice of the right remedy, and if this method is the 
ideal method, we hold it is absolutely impracticable. We 
do not believe that the compilers themselves make frequent 
use of these undigested conglomerations of often hypothet- 
icalsymptoms. Their publication simply keeps alive delu- 
sions, and dignifies them by making them more permanent. 
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Ir Schuesslerism offers a corrective for such Homeopathy 
by aiding in its burial, it does seem as if it freed us from some 
Egyptian bondage, and brought us to the’ borders of ra- 
tional thought, for such Homeopathy is but a caricature 
springing of blind adherence to an empty form, an ignis- 
fatuus of the imagination. C 
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Personal Notes, Locations, Ete. 


Dr. A. B. WexmourH has located in Los Angeles, Cal. 


C. E. Tennant, M. D.. recently from the East, has located at North San 
Diego. 


Dr. Geo. H. Martin is fitting up a new office, corner of Geary and Polk 
streets. 


Dr. Cuas. L. DyER has removed to rooms 1 and 2, 58 South First street, 
San Jose, Cal. 
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C. B. Dickson, M. D., has located in Los Angeles, office 1 299% South 
Spring street, 


R. C. Daruey, M. D., formerly of Stockton, has removed to Visalia, & very 
promising cane for so good a man. 


THE Commencement exercises of the Hahnemann Hospital College will 
tae saan November ist, in Odd Fellow’s Hall. 


Miss. 8. J. Fenton, of the elass of "89, 18 acting Resident Physician of 
Fabiola Hospital, Oakland. We congratulate the Hospital and Miss Fenton. 


A new Register of medical practitioners in this State is being prepared 
for the press. Please notify the Secretary of the Board of Examiners, No. 
$34 Sutter street, San Francisco, of any change in your address, in order to 
have it appear correctly on the Register. 


Tue Treasurer of the American Institute of Homoopathy, Dr. E. .M. 
Kewuoae, calls attention to the publication of the ‘‘ Cyclopedia of Drug 
Pathogenesy,’’ the seventh part of which has just been issued. Send your 
subscriptions direct to him, as per notice. 


BOOK REVIEWS. 


The Homceopathic Therapeutics of Diarrhcea, Dysentery, Cholera, 
Cholera Morbus, Cholera Infantum, and all other Loose Evacua- 
tions of the Bowels. By James B. Bevt, M.D. Third edition. 
Philadelphia: IF. E. Boericke. 1888. | | 


All homespathists are familiar with this classic of our school. All will 
rejoice to see it in an enlarged and revised edition. Bell’s little book was the 
first monograph on special homeopathic therapeutics, and it has ever been 
the best. It has served as a model for all subsequent ones, but not one 
approaches it in accuracy of symptomatology or perfection of arrangement. 
The present edition has been deprived of four remedies, which, according to 
the author, are of little importance—namely, cactus, euphorb, opuntia and 
castoreum. But surely the pruning process could have been somewhat more 
extensive, and might have excluded boletus, colostrum, hippomane, and we 
fearlessly add thrombidium, and inserted in their stead such invaluable reme- 
dies as ferr. phos., natrum phosph., magnes. phos., without which we do not 
think that the homceopathic therapeutics of diarrhea, etc., are complete: 
They have been partially proven, and the clinical results of their use are 
simply overwhelming in their favor, and we trust that future editions of this 
work will not fail to do them ample justice. The work is gotten up in the 
usual admirable style of the Hahnemann Publishing House. 
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The Physicians’ Leisure Library.—Published by Gro. S. Davis, Detroit, 


Michigan. Issued monthly. Price per year, paper $2.50; cloth $5.00; 


Single copies: Paper, 25 cents; cloth, 50 cents. 1886 and 1887. 

This is the best medical reading for the price, we have ever seen, and 
every physician on the Coast should spend $2.50 a year to procure them. Mr. 
Davis has succeeded in giving us in a handsome well-printed, in many in- 
stances, beautifully illustrated, and cheap form, a large number of very use- 
ful books. Let us look at the list for the first two years. | 


1886. —‘‘Inhalers, Inhalations and Inhalants,’’ by Beverley Robinson, M, 


D; ‘‘The Use of Electricity in the Removal of Superfluous Hair and the 


Treatment of Various Facial Blemishes,’’ by Geo. Henry Fox, M. D; ‘‘New 
Medications,’’ By Dujardin-Beaumetz, M. D. Translated by E. P. Hurd, M. 
D; ‘‘The Modern Treatment of Ear Diseases,’? by Samuel Sexton, M. D; 
“Spinal Irritation,’’ by William A. Hammond, M. D;. ‘‘The Modern Treat- 
ment of Eczema,’’ by Henry G. Piffard, M.D; ‘‘Antiseptic Midwifery,’’ by 


Henry J. Garrigues, M. D; ‘‘On the Determination of the Necessity for Wear- 
ing Glasses,’’ by D. B. St. John Roosa, M. D; ‘‘The Physiological, Patholog- 
ical and Therapeutic Effects of Compressed Air,’’ by Andrew H. Smith, M. D; 


“Granular Lids and Contagious Ophthalmia,’’ by W. F. Mittendorf, M. D; 
‘“Practical Bacteriology,’’ by Thomas E. Satterthwaite, M. D; ‘‘Pregnancy, 
Parturition and the Puerperal State and their Complications,’’ by Paul F. 
Munde, M. D. 

1887-—‘‘The Diagnosis and Treatment of Hemorrhoids,” by Charles B. 
Kelsey, M. D.; ‘‘Diseases of the heart, Vol. 1,” by Dujardin-Beaumetz, M. 
D., translated by E. P. Hurd, M. D.; ‘‘Diseases of the Heart, Vol. 2,’’ by 
Dujardin-Beaumetz, M. D., translated by E. P. Huyd, M. D.; ‘“fhe Mod- 
ern Treatment of Diarrhoea and Dysentery,” by A B. Palmer, M, D.; “Tntes- 
tinal Diseases of Children,” by A. Jacobi, M. D.; ‘‘The Modern Treatment 


for Headaches,’’ by Allen McLane Hamilton, M. D.; “The Modern Treat- 


ment of Pleurisy and Pneumonia,’’ by G. M. Garland, M. D.; ‘‘How to Use 
the Laryngoscope, by an Eminent Laryngologist; ‘‘Diseases of the Male Ure- 
thra, by Fessenden N. Otis, M. D.; ‘‘The Disorders of Menstruation,’’ by Ed- 
ward W. Jenks, M. D ; “‘The Infectious Diseases” (in two volumes), by Karl 
Liebermeister, eamaianid by E. P. Hurd, M. D. 

Look at the names of the authors; Fox, Dujardin-Beaumetz, the two vol- 
umes of whom to a Homeopath are worth the price of a series. Hammond, 
Piffard, St. John Roosa, Munde, Jacobi, Otis, Liebermeister, etc. Next to 
having the world, we would have the leisure library for two bits a volume. 


Run over this list carefully, and look out for that of 1888, which we shall note - 


in our next. 


Excessive Venery Masturbation and Continence.—By Josrpn W. 


Hows, M. D., Author of Emergencies. E. B. Treat, 772 
1888; pages, 300; price, $2.75. 


This volume ably handles its subject and all of its accessories, and answers > 


& number of questions that are constantly being asked of a practitioner, 
which are not found in any other authority, owing either to ignorance or to 
modesty. As such it is a very useful book. One ofits most interesting chap- 
ters is entitled ‘‘ Continence,’’ which is examined from all sides, moral and 


= 


- 
= 
= 


= 

—-+ -- 


— 


— 
erst 
> 


; ; 
i 
4 
4 
44) 
WwW 
} 
4 
j 
Stal, 
{ 
} 
via 
a. 
th) 
Hy 
, 
at 
ei 
> 
fy 
ah 
thi 
} 
tat “ 
ihe 
tan 
fi 
iW, 
MP 
; 
iba 
we 
| 
ath 
i, 
he 


= == = age = 
= 
= 


~ 


_ 
-_ he 


‘ 


~ 
wll, 
| 
| 
* 
4) 
pill 
i 
1 
| 
iit 
ry j 
e 
ai 
i} 
> 
at} 
‘ 
} 2 
, 
¥ 
| y 
4 
® 
4 
4 
‘ 
5 
‘ 
Pit 
a 
| 
& 
7 


314 | THe CALIFORNIA HoMaoPaATH. 


religious, as well as physical. As an appendix to the treatment of sperma- 
torrheea the Homeopathic remedies are given. It should receive a large 
sale, more especially so, since its publisher has bestowed such admirable 

taste in its get up. 


Traumatic Insanities and Traumatic Recoveries. By Sextpen H. Tat- 
cotT, M. D. 


This able paper is a reprint from the American i ‘of Insanity, July, 


The Distribution, Nature, Causes and Successful Treatment of Cancer 
Without Operation and Without Opiates. By R. 8. GurTEeRipGe, 
M.D. London: Kerby & Endean. | 


The Curability of Consumption by Specific Medicines, Mechanical 
Apparatus and Diet. Second Edition; by R. S. Gurreriper, M. D., 
London. 


The Medidal Treatment of Our Time; or Medicine Orthodox and 
Heterodox,. By one of the Excommunicated. J.D. HAYWARD, M.D., 
London. 


DEPARTMENT. 


MANAGEMENT? AND CARE OF CHILDREN. 


As iis understood, takes place about the sixth month 
and continues with intermissions until after the second year. 
It is a physiological process which may take place without 
any untoward symptom, but more generally various disturb- 
ances in the general health of the child are noticed, which 
in the weakly or poorly nourished, may assume very serious 
proportions. 

There are twenty milk teeth, five pairs in either jaw. The 
rule is that they come in pairs, that the lower teeth precede 
the upper of the same class by two or three months, and that 
there is an interval of rest between the appearance of the 
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different pairs. Remember that the special order in which 
the teeth are cut is less important than that they should come 
in pairs and that a period of rest should intervene. Usually, 
however, the following order is observed: The two lower in- 
cisors or front teeth appear sometime between the sixth to 
eighth month. A period of rest of three to six weeks fol- 
lows, when another group appears, within one or two weeks 
the four upper incisors. Now comes another pause of one 
and a half to three months, when the first molars show them- 
selves; thus about the eleventh to the fourteenth month; 
again a pause of. two to four months—say when the child is 
about a year and a half old—the canine, the so-called eye and 
stomach teeth, appear. Usually about the completion of the 
second year, or later, the second molars appear. . 
But there is a wide difference in different children, de- 
pending on the constitution, hygienic surroundings, nutri- 
tion, ete. Occasionally a tooth may appear soon after birth, 
or not at all for a whole year, and in either case the child be 
perfectly healthy. 
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_ Premature dentition is more apt to be attended by constitu- 
tional disturbances, precocity as a rule being an evidence of 
weakness rather than strength. 
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Retarded dentition is met with always in rickety children; here 
the first incisors may not appear before the end of the first 
year, and the whole process may extend into the third year. 
Where the eruption of the teeth is delayed in children of 
comparatively sound constitution, the process after it is once 
begun, is rapidly completed and causes but little disturbanee. 
Ihe cause of rickets is improper nourishment, such as poor 
or insufficient breast milk, due to too late nursing, to early 
weaning, and consequent use of food beyond the baby’s di- 
gestive power, particularly starchy food. Any kind of im- 
proper food may produce the result. In late teething look 
to the nourishment first of all. Even if the child seems plump 
and bright, there is probably room for improvement in the 
child’s nutrition. Very often such children are kept‘on 
breast milk, which is not’ up to the mark, and only 
after supplementing it with some other food, will the devel- 
opment of the teeth progress. 


= 
- 
=. 


— 


£ 


a 
| 
| 
+? 
‘ 
} 
| 
4 
| 
; 
pee 
byt 
| 
5 
4 
4 
| 
if | 
4 


- 


brain at this time, it is difficult to say. These skin troubles 


316 THE CALIFORNIA Homaopatu. 


Some Symptoms Indicative of Teething.—In healthy chil- 
dren sometimes there is no noticeable disturbance of any 
kind, but usually observant mothers and nurses do notice 
more or less change in the child’s demeanor and physical 
state. Ithas been popularly held that drooling, an increased 
flow of saliva, is always indicative of the beginning of the 
process of teething; yet it is not necessarily so. Drooling is 
due to changes in the development of the salivary glands, 
which take place about the fourth month, and hence fre- 
quently coincides or precedes the evolution of the teeth. 
There may be heat and swelling of the gums, thirst; hence 
the advisability of frequently offering sips of water, which 


alone will often quiet the restlessness and fretfulness so 


generally met with at this time. The baby shows constant 
desire to thrust things into the mouth; biting seems to re- 
lieve the itching and irritated gums. The most common 


complications arise in derangements of the digestive tract, 


skin and nervous system. With the advancing tooth we find 
usually some feverishness, which reduces the digestive power, 
so that the ordinary diet may become difficult to digest, and 
hence irritate the bowels, giving rise to diarrhcea usually, al- 
though sometimes to constipation. Now, the diarrhcea due 
to dentition, if not severe or weakening, is not to be checked 
too suddenly. It is rather beneficial. But if really due, 
as it frequently 1s, to improper diet, summer heat and sud- 
den chilling, it must be attended to and watched carefully. 


Constipation when obstinate in teething children is apt to 


give rise to tendency of blood to the head which would in- 
-erease the nervous disturbances of the child, such as rest- 


lessness, sleeplessness, fever, etc. 


Skin troubles during dentition are common. Various 


forms of ‘‘tooth rash” are met with. Eczema, hives, etc., 


may appear or be aggravated at this time. If there 1s any 
hereditary tendency to these affections, they are sure to ap- 
pear now, but whether entirely due to teething or depend- 
ent as well on the general congestion of all the parts of the 
head which is due to the great development of the skull and 
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re 


must not be supplied or healed too rapidly by the use of exter- 
nal means, such as strong salves, lotions, etc. 


The Nervaus Disturbances are most marked. During this 
time the whole system is in a sensitive and irritable condi- 
tion, so that even trifling causes excite a train of acute and 
serious symptoms. Therefore a cold, improper diet, over- 

feeding, etc., are more apt to produce trouble at this time. . 
The child is more fretful and restless than ordinarily, cries 

more. It will cry out at times; sleep is apt to be disturbed. 
and restless; there may be tiriteiings of various muscles. 
The most alarming but also rare condition met with is that of 
convulsions. They are said to occur most frequently with 
eye teeth and molars, and are usually met with in children 
that are hereditarily inclined thereto, so that any error in 
diet, the approach of an acute disease, produces the terrible 
symptoms. The weaker and more excitable a child is the 
more decided is the tendency to convulsions. A dry cough 
is often met with that seems due to teething since we cannot 
discover any other cause; also, a peculiar feebleness shown 
in the easy fatigue and the timid walk after the child had 
already learned to walk well. 

Again, teething may lengthen the course of any acute dis- 


ease, or it may aggravate the attack on account of this 
nervous hyper-sensitiveness. 


These morbid conditions need not 7 due to Dentition 
directly, but they are met with to a greater or less extent at 
this time, because this is the period for many important i 
changes in the development of the infantile organism, apt to “aa 
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unsettle its equilibrium. Thus the brain is growing more an 

rapidly than at any other time, the digestive apparatus and ae 

the bony structure are undergoing changes and rapid devel- aa 
opment. 
Treatment—Do not fall into the error of neglecting any ! ae 
condition by the excuse that the child is teething. That 4 te 

very fact ought to make you more careful, and try to rectify Hel 

any untoward symptom that may arise. A teething child ae 

) should have more than ordinary hygienic care. To promote aN 
| the normal eruption of the teeth, proper clothing, suitable i f 
; food, abundant sleep, fresh air and sunshine, judicious ven- : 
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tilation of the nursery, cleanliness of both child and nurse, 
avoidance of draughts, patent medicines, sleeping drops, 
paregoric, etc., are all necessary. Remember that especially 
at this time the exciting cause of sudden and serious illness is 
anything which may unduly increase the circulation, such as 
overfeeding or underfeeding, improper diet, sudden chills, 
ete. If your baby is restless at night, cries out and twitches, 
and yet seems so bright in the day time, see to it that you 
are not tiring him too much by injudiciously pushing him 
forward. You know he is so cunning and quick to learn, and 
seconds all your efforts so readily, that you like to show.him 
off, and you repeat this much more frequently than is good 
forhim. The little brain that has so much to learn in this 
world, every moment of which during his waking hours 
demanding attention, gets exhausted, and these irritable 
symptoms at night may be only the reaction of the day’s 
work, the result of an over-tired nervous system. Lancing 
of the gums in strong, robust babes often gives immediate 
relief to a host of disagreeable symptoms, and always permit 
your physician to do that simple operation if he thinks best. 
The prejudice against it is not well founded. 
_ Every mother who has children to raise should seek the 
timely counsel and advice of her physician in order to 
preserve the health of her little charges and further their best 
development. Do not wait until sickness has invaded the 
little one’s body — interest your physician sufficiently to aid 
you in preventing this as much as possible, and with his help 
try to surround your children with the best attainable condi- 
tions for their soundness of body, for only then can you 
expect to rejoice in their possession of soundness of mind. 


Remedies—Homeeopathy possesses simple and harmless 
remedies that will greatly facilitate this process and ward off 
dangerous. symptoms. As a general remedy to act con- 
stitutionally, a preparation of calc. phos. 3x is advisable. 
Especially indicated if the teeth are slow in erupting, the 
child is in poor condition; has exhausting diarrhea, etc. A 
powder may be given in the milk once daily. 


Coffee subdues the irritation that generally accompanies 
dentition. 
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Chamomilla for cross, irritable children, must be carried i . 
all the time; diarrhoea, flushed face, constant crying. ] fs Ec 
Terebinthina, uncertain tempered children, -wakeful at eh 
night, screaming, as if frightened; staring look; twitchings; ae 
urine scanty or suppressed; convulsions. 
Of the selected remedy, three pellets may be given every i : ay 
hour or oftener, but not.so frequently when child begins to Pa || 
improve. 
PIPER METHISTICUM IN TOOTHACHE. A. 
Almato finds piper methisticum especially indicated where Bs 
the excessive toothache is accompanied by severe earache, A. i) 
and gives us verifications in some cases. ae i 
Marie, eleven years old, but small and poorly developed, a i 
of nervous, excitable temperament, comes to the office with 4: a 
her father, suffering from terrible toothache. Her gums are a yt! 
slightly discolored, and the right tonsil somewhat enlarged. The a i 
right second upper molar is the criminal from which the k ae 
pain spreads over the whole right side of the face, radiates os a 
into the ear with such intensity that the poor child screams, ae 
throws itself upon the floor; pain worse at night; despite all a Hy 
medical treatment, no relief and no sleep. She had such 
attacks, lasting five or six days, sometimes two and three Aye 
times a month, for the last half year, Piper met. Osix drops Betti 
in a glass of water, given frequently during the pain, and ange 
then at longer intervals, gave great relief. The following day aie 
the right face swollen, and some pain at the base of the Sd 
tongue, removed by apis followed by mercurius. She had a : : 
another but lighter attack removed by piper met., but no AN 
: swelling of the face, and this was the last one. ash 
Mercedes, thirty-two years old, nervous temperament, deli- : ! 
| cate, soft skin, was confined about three weeks ago, caught | Q | 
) cold, had chills, malaria, restlessness and severe pain on top by 
of head, with some fever. Aconite 3 gave some relief, but 
she complained next morning of severe pain over the whole 
; right side of her face, especially in the teeth and gums of 


that side. Chamomilla and staphisagria failed; the pain ex- 
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tended now to the ear, so that she screamed and tossed about. 
Piper met. brought quick relief, but next day the right face 
was swollen. Apis and pulsatilla. 


Theresa B., sixteen years old, chloro anemic; nervous; 
caries of molars; had already three extracted, always when 
the pain became unbearable, ending usually in the gumboil 
and swollen face. She also suffered frequently from amyg- 
dalitis, ending in suppuration. Catching cold on coming out 
of the theater, all her troubles returned, and were unrelieved 
by any treatment till piper met. 6 was given. After the third 
dose the patient felt in her ear the sensation asif a cork were 


drawn from the neck of a bottle, and immediately was cured. 
—Revue Hom. Belge. ee 


Says Eustace Smrru: ‘‘ The successful adjustment of the 
diet—an adjustment in which the quality and quantity of food 
allowed for each meal are accurately adapted to the powers 
and requirements of the patient—is a matter which can be 
properly learned only by experience, and which often makes 
large demands upon the tact, ingenuity and the patience of the 
medical attendant. This experience every one should labor 
to acquire, for without it success can seldom be attained in 
the treatment of chronic functional derangements of chil- 
dren.” 


_ THE first thing a new born baby does is to scream in a 
burst of anger and displeasure at the unwelcome change. It 
is the first sign that there is a human soul within. No ani- 


mals cry when born, not even a monkey, neither mother nor 
child.— Hering. 


A WORK on American Climates in relation to the treatment 
of diseases, by Dr. Bushrod W. James, Philadelphia, Pa.., 
is in progress. The Doctor having traveled a great deal and 
being a close observer, will speak from personal experience 
and observation of many of the localities mentioned. 
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